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A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDER  

Cdr James M. Milton, JN 

 

At the time of this writing, we have just had our Summer Picnic. I hope 

everyone had as good of a time as I did! The weather held out for us, which 

was great. I want to thank our friends from Patchogue Bay, Jones Beach, and 

Captree Power Squadrons who joined us for this event. At the onset of my 

Command I stated that a goal of mine would be to do more inter squadron 

events. It is wonderful when squadrons can get together. Jones Beach will be 

hosting their Lobsterfest on August 10th, and I hope to see you all there. It is 

sure to be a wonderful the flyer for this event is posted to our website. Additionally, the Stag cruise 

will be hosted by Jones Beach again this year. Men – if you have not attended their stag cruise, you 

are missing out. I will share this flyer as soon as it is posted.  

 

We will be having our Fall Picnic at Watch Hill this year. There were some complications with 

securing the permit for Atlantique with Town of Islip that forced us to choose another venue. Please 

keep an eye out for the flyer – it should be posted mid-July. 

 

There are so many fun events planned this summer/fall including Woodstock at Rendezvous East. 

While I unfortunately will not be able to make it this year, I hope that we can bring the Trophy back 

home to Great South Bay! 

 

As you may have noticed by the cover of this Spray, we are changing the number of issues published 

annually. Moving forward, the “Summer Boating Season” will be covered by one issue for the months 

of June, July, and August.  
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Summer Birthdays! 
 
 
June 5 Diane M. Boland 
June 12 Frank  DeMayo 
June 18 Richard A. Fogel 
June 6 David L. Hogan 
June 1 Eugene V. Kazanecki 
June 1 Luann  Kazanecki 
June 3 Daniel  Masterson 
June 3 Joan M. Masterson 
June 3 Patricia G. May 
June 1 Vivian L. McCourt 
June 11 Carmyn Molaro 
June 22 Melanie E. Murphy 
June 5 Edmund J. Neale 
June 30 Joel Edward Nolin 
June 4 Rick  Sinacore 
June 10 Irving  Smyle 
June 26 Jackie D. Valentino 
 

July 15 Lindsey Boland 
July 15 Bryan  Juehr 
July 5 Kenneth J. Meyerback 
July 5 Renee  Meyerback 
July 6 Joseph Milano Sr. 
July 18 Ronald D. Murphy 
July 11 James J. Parrott 
July 11 Mary Clare Pirro 
July 17 Lawrence W. Postel 
 

    Please welcome our new members! 
 

Joseph T. Judge  Joined January 

Jennifer Bennett  Joined March 

Kathy Hanover  Joined March 

Alana Nickolson  Joined May 

Jackie D. Valentino  Joined June 

Lindsey Boland  Joined July 

Bryan Juehr   Joined July 

James J. Parrott  Joined July 

Mary Clare Pirro  Joined July 

August 15 Joseph R. Garone 
August 28 Lawrence Grossgold 
August 28 Margaret Grossgold 
August 25 James R. Hurley 
August 25 Kristin K. Hurley 
August 16 Beverly W. Ruggiero 
August 20 Joseph M. Slodysko 
August 20 Katherine M. Slodysko 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

Lt/C Kathy Matheson, AP 

 

The Terrapin Commander’s Change of Watch meetings and dinner dances are 

now complete. Our squadron was well represented at all of the activities. I 

hope everyone made new friends and look forward to socializing and working 

with all of them during the coming year. 

 

There was a District 3 Council Meeting on Friday, 7 June at the Melville Marriott at 2000 (8:00) which 

followed an Attitude Adjustment period (happy hour) at 1830 (6:30) and dinner at 1915 (7:15). Thank 

you to everyone who attended and supported District 3 USPS.  

 

Just a reminder, Rendezvous East will be here before you know it. The dates are 26 to 28 July at 

Mitchell’s Marina in Greenport. Please see the flyers that are included in the SPRAY for all the details. 

District Commander Thomas J. Pilek and John Yeamans, are going with a Woodstock theme this 

year and have some great events planned for Friday and Saturday. Please come out to Rendezvous 

East this summer and meet and mingle with members of other Squadrons. I hear there is a bocce 

ball challenge! If anyone wants to be part of a team, let me know. 

 

 

D3 Terrapins 

D/C Thomas Pilek 

The District 3 TERRAPINS theme was chosen as a reminder to all District and squadron members 

that we need to be mindful of and protect our local waterways, flora and fauna. 

The terrapin, which is one of the oldest living creatures and is indigenous to the 

brackish waters of Long Island is now on the verge of extinction. In many 

cultures, the terrapin is a symbol of determination, patience and understanding.  

D3 Terrapins are a determined, patient and understanding team working to 

promote boating safety and protecting the local environment. 
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ORIGINS OF THE JOLLY ROGER  

Daven Hiskey 

Courtesy of our friends at TodayIFoundOut.com 

Today I found out the origins of the Jolly Roger flags. 

Ships throughout history typically stocked a variety of 

different flags used for sending a message, signaling other 

ships, and for identifying themselves.  For instance, in the 

17th and 18th centuries, English privateers were to fly a 

specific version of the Union Jack, distinguishing themselves 

from English naval vessels which flew a different version of 

the Union Jack.  Pirate ships were no different, excepting 

perhaps that they often carried flags for more nefarious 

reasons like fooling nearby ships into think they were allies 

until they got close enough that the other ship couldn’t escape. 

The most famous flags flown by pirates to indicate they were such were all called the “Jolly Roger” 

and were adorned with a variety of artwork or often no art work at all.  Most of these flags were 

simply black or red with nothing on them.  Historical accounts indicate that, should a pirate ship 

raise a black flag, it indicated that so long as the ship they were attacking surrendered with no 

resistance, they would be given quarter.  Should anyone aboard the ship resist or should the ship try 

to flee once the black flag was raised, the black flag would be lowered and the red flag would be 

raised.  This flag indicated that no mercy would be shown to anyone aboard the ship that was about 

to be attacked. 

Pirate ships were much more feared than other types of enemy vessels because, in resisting other 

enemy vessels, at any point you could surrender and be offered quarter by the traditional rules of 

engagement; so you could fight until losing was inevitable, then surrender.  With pirate ships 

though, flying the black flag, you had to surrender immediately if you didn’t think you could win.  

As pirate ships rarely attacked unless they were in a good position to win, this pretty much meant 

that, if you encountered a pirate ship, you should probably just surrender right away. 

As such, flying of any form of the Jolly Roger tended to instill the necessary fear in whatever ship 

was being attacked that they would surrender immediately.  In one extreme example, in 1720, 

famed pirate Bartholomew Roberts sailed into a harbor at Trepassey, Newfoundland with a black 

flag flying.  This resulted in the crews of all 22 vessels in port panicking and abandoning their ships. 

Continued on page 16   
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  

Lt/C Diane Boland, AP 

As we learned from our last meeting with a visit from the Coast Guard, the 

dredging project in Moriches Bay was a success. The north channel through 

Moriches Bay in in good shape, “for now”, so stay inside those buoys. 

We all look forward to sunny days on the water. Use the knowledge you have 

learned in the classes you took as well from your fellow boaters. 

I am looking forward to hearing all about the memories you made in the 

summer of 2019. 

Our next event will be a raft up in the Connetquot River paired with the Warren Alber Memorial 

Boat Handling Rodeo on the weekend of July 13 th &amp; 14 th . Raft up protocol will apply with 

no exceptions.  

Safe Boating! 

 

 

Governing Board Meeting 

This is the first in a series of postings about the upcoming 

meeting in Louisville in September.  The hotel link is now active 

on the meeting web page.   

You may be wondering: “Why should I go?”  Seminars will be 

more hands on this time.  Do you need help with DB2000?  

Bring your laptop and expect to find a session on installation and basic use.  Also expect to find a 

session on Merit Marks.  These are examples of what's coming.  Do you make good use of the 

Information Center on the web site?  Come learn about that.  What about HQ800?  Are there topics 

you'd like to see?  Now is the time to get your "oar in the water".  Contact the appropriate V/C. 
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Newsletter Spotlight 
Articles reprinted from  

Oyster Bay /3 ‘Gull Chatter’     Bayside /3 ‘Running Lights’    Austin /21 ‘Plotter’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of Len Hecht 
Oyster Bay Power Squadron / Reprinted from Summer Issue of ‘The Gull Chatter’ 

P/C Len Hecht, JN valued member of the Oyster Bay Sail and Power Squadron who joined 

2/15/1973 passed away on March 31st, 2019. With 46 Merit Marks, it is clear that P/C Len was 

always willing to help out. Elected as Commander in 1977, Len was a strong leader who was liked 

and respected by the membership. Now, most Commanders did their time and moved on, but not 

Len. He continued to volunteer and to serve! In fact, he volunteered to be on the Bridge, again, in 

1996, 2000 & 2001. Always working and always helping the our Club & its members. Len believed 

that the relationship between the Oyster Bay Sai and Power Squadron and the Sagamore Yacht Club 

was a special one. Each club had strong valuables to share and to appreciate: Oyster Bay PS had the 

valuable tools of boater education and the Sagamore Yacht Club had an equally valuable tool of 

fellowship. In later years, Len preferred to work behind the scenes…quietly and without fanfare. But 

for those that knew - Len was the unsung hero…a true PATRON of Oyster Bay Sail and Power 

Squadron. Len was a dedicated Advisor and Mentor to many Commanders and Oyster Bay Power 

Squadron’s Liaison to the Sagamore Yacht Club. Now, Len wasn’t all about the power squadron and 

the yacht club. Len loved and enjoyed activities with his family and he happily shared their many 

adventures of sailing, along with Eileen, the sound and out to Montauk with us all. Of course, The 

Bridge over Bayville story, as he called it, was one of his favorites.  
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Are we preaching to the Choir? 
Bayside Power Squadron / Reprinted from Summer Issue of ‘The Running Lights’ 

Are We Preaching to the Choir?  One of the more gratifying aspects of writing a monthly Safety article 

for Bayside is that our members are won- derfully and inherently safety conscience. Since they always 

take these discussions about on-the-water issues  seriously, our tag line, Safety is No Accident is not only 

a reflection of the quality of our members’ awareness,  but as well, it points to the dedication to safety 

that we find at the core of all our classes, newsletters, and na- tional publications of America’s Boating 

Club. Since every squadron has a Safety Officer, every member gets  regular ‘sermons’ on why boat safety 

is non-negotiable. Take it from someone who has been a church & synagogue organist/choir director 

for 56 years, preaching to the SAFETY CHOIR can be a lot of fun, but I’ve recently come to the 

realization that in the wider boating world, those words are falling flat as an understanding or even a real 

interest in the basic guidelines of safety are near extinction. I’ve come to this depressing understanding 

by personal experience, so the subject of this last article before the start of the 2019 boating season is a 

question I put to all of us -- how do we reach the masses of new boaters with the message of safety; 

those people who “buy a boat” and head out on the water with no more preparation for their well being 

than had they jumped in their car to drive to ShopRite? And, if we can’t reach them, how do we stay out 

of their way on the water so that when the Kelp hits the Prop, we won’t be the ones injured or killed.  

As many of you know, I live overlooking the Hudson River in the small, 19th Century hamlet of New 

Ham- burg. The train to Grand Central runs to the east, and from my front door, it takes me only 4 

minutes to walk to  the large marina at the end of the peninsula, or 3 minutes to the NH Yacht Club 

where 25 boats are tied to the docks. The lure of having a boat right  near your home makes boaters of 

many of us in this lovely place, but unfortu- nately, it doesn’t make for boaters who feel the need to have 

any training in  navigation or safety.  Continued on next page  From the Safety Officer Lt/C Daniel S. 

Fannon, AP  New Hamburg, NY—Looking north to the Catskills  www.usps.org 8  United States Power 

Squadrons®  Over the past year, three friends of mine, people of means, professional accomplishment 

and intelligence, have ‘bought a boat”, but when I try to counsel them about the real dangers and 

concerns they face on the Hudson, and offer to provide some hands-on training before taking their 

family out from the dock (and suggest that they  would do well to sign-up for at least an ABC class), they 

look at me as though I had invited them to a month- long seminar on packaging techniques for Velveeta 

Cheese. And these are people that trust me personally.  They know of my involvement in the USPS and 

that I have serious boating experience on Long Island Sound, NY Harbor, the Atlantic, and the Hudson 

to share with them. So even the reality that these are neighborhood folks who go to the same church 

where I am organist, and who even sing in my Choir, I have not been able to reach them with the need 

to understand boating safety.  I’ll give you the latest of what I hope won’t become a disaster for future 

articles. Last Saturday, Jim & Ginny Jones (names changed  to protect the guilty) took delivery of a new 

24 foot Yamaha, twin- engine Jet Boat. It was too windy for a launch, so I walked the  docks at the yacht 
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club with them to help select an appropriate  space for the season. It became clear right away that since 

the is- sues of current, wind, waves, and river traffic swells in leaving and  returning to the dock were 

vast unknowns to them, I tried for a short  safety lesson. Sadly, that only netted their discovery that they 

need- ed to buy lines, fenders, and life jackets. All the rest of it, all that they would encounter on 

anticipated travels  on the Hudson and to Manhattan was “under control” - No need for training at the 

helm because the boat Dealer had spent 30 minutes with them showing “how it all works” - No need 

for navigation as an iPhone app was enough. Please know that this new toy is a 24-foot jet boat that the 

manufacturer says is capable of carrying twelve passengers in a bow rider with a top speed of 38 to 45 

Knots per Hour!! What could possibly go wrong??! I begged them to realize that at anywhere near that 

speed and with any kind of load, hitting one of the ever-submerged logs on the Hudson is more than a 

lethal possibility, it’s virtually a given. But again, my advice had all the welcome of an hour-long lecture 

on which color on the traffic light means STOP. You can’t teach the unwilling. Between boat dealers 

whose only interest is in sales, an internet that everyone thinks makes them an instant expert, and a 

novice’s refusal to do the hard work of navigation and safety, my guess that is that these people are the 

majority out on our waterways. If you have suggestions as to how to reach them, please let me know,  

but in the meantime, we must see to ourselves, preach to our own Choir, and be grateful for Bayside, 

Ameri- ca’s Boating Club, and the inalterable belief that Being Safe on the Water is No Accident.  P/C 

Daniel Fannon AP Bayside Power Squadron, District 3 USPS  

 

Why do ships use "port" and "starboard" instead of "left" and "right?"  

Since port and starboard never change, they are unambiguous references that are independent of a 

mariner’s orientation, and, thus, mariners use these nautical terms instead of left and right to avoid 

confusion. When looking forward, toward the bow of a ship, port and starboard refer to the left and 

right sides, respectively. 

In the early days of boating, before ships had rudders on their centerlines, boats were controlled using a 

steering oar. Most sailors were right handed, so the steering oar was placed over or through the right side 

of the stern. Sailors began calling the right side the steering side, which soon became "starboard" by 

combining two Old English words: stéor (meaning "steer") and bord (meaning "the side of a boat"). 

As the size of boats grew, so did the steering oar, making it much easier to tie a boat up to a dock on the 

side opposite the oar. This side became known as larboard, or "the loading side." Over time, larboard—

too easily confused with starboard—was replaced with port. After all, this was the side that faced the 

port, allowing supplies to be ported aboard by porters. 

NOAA. Why do ships used “port’ and starboard’  06/25/18 
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An Excursion to the Beach 
Oyster Bay Power Squadron / Reprinted from Summer Issue of ‘The Gull Chatter’ 

Christine Wenk-Harrison 
 An Excursion to the Beach A cat took us to the beach. Long-time friends in Virginia asked us if we 

would like to cat sit again while they went to Europe. We did this several years ago and since Patches 

(the cat) had won our affections, we agreed. In late April, we drove 

to Norfolk, arriving early for our training review. Since Jim grew 

up in Norfolk, he is somewhat familiar with the area, though there 

have been many changes. He is, however, still able to find his way 

to the house on Little Bay Ave. on Willoughby Spit and the nearby 

beaches. Willoughby Spit is a thin peninsula with Little Bay and the 

Norfolk Naval Base on one side and the Chesapeake Bay on the 

other. A long stretch of sandy beach lines Ch  esapeake Bay. When Jim was young, a highway (I 64) 

was built and changed the landscape. This is now a major thoroughfare, leading to the Hampton 

Roads Bridge Tunnel which connects Norfolk with Hampton and routes to Northern Virginia. We 

learned that travel via the tunnel is best avoided at commute times! On this trip we went to Ocean 

View on the Chesapeake side so we could visit some familiar landmarks. Our first stop was at the 

Thirsty Camel, a bar and restaurant that has been in business for years. 

We had lunch there, though unfortunately not on Monday, shrimp 

special day. The establishment has added an outdoor patio and is 

easily identified by a plaster camel near the entrance. Next to the 

Thirsty Camel is a large fishing pier and restaurant, known these days 

as Ocean View Pier. Until a few years ago, it was called Harrison Pier 

(not related to Jim’s Harrison branch), but it was heavily damaged by 

a hurricane. Eventually it was transformed into the current, upscale pier with fishing and dining 

facilities. Nearby, we took a few pictures in front of a green channel marker which is now permanently 

on the beach. In addition to enjoying the area’s salt water, we thoroughly enjoyed daily experiences 

on fresh water. Our friends’ home is on a small lake with plentiful wildlife. We loved regularly seeing 

several geese families paddling by and occasionally pausing in the yard to eat. We too made sure we 

stopped to eat, especially since we had local specialties to choose from. Jim especially enjoyed some 

crab cakes for lunch and we made our first visit to a Hawaiian restaurant. 

We planned to have another meal there but just ran out of time. Taking 

care of Patches requires paying attention to meal times (hers). Now back 

at home, we will standby to see if she requests our services again.    
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDUCATIONAL OFFICE  

Lt/C Marie Wallach, AP 

The importance of Boating Education will always be paramount, and your 

education department is trying hard to provide you all with classes to further 

your education with advanced grade courses and seminars.  I’m happy to say 

that we have been having a very successful turnout with our classes and 

seminars.    

Hereõs whatõs happening in our squadronõs EDUCATION 

DEPARTMENT:  

UPCOMING COURSES ð  

MARINE NAVIGATION  (Piloting)  

Start Date:  26 September 2019 – 7:00pm-9:00pm.   

This course will run for approximately 12 weeks, will be held at the West Islip Public Library 

and will be taught by P/C Arthur Wallach, AP.  All the details have been finalized and the 

flyer along with all the course details can be found on our website.   

If you’re interested in receiving your Piloting grade please register.   

AMERICAS BOATING COURSE ð  

Course Dates:  October 5, 19, 26, 2019 - 9:30am-12:30pm 

This course will be held at the EAST Islip Public Library and will be taught by P/D/Lt./C 

Peter Richichi, SN and Stf./C Angelo V. Giovanniello, SN 

 

All the detailed information for any upcoming classes and seminars can be found on the flyers which 

are on our website.   You can register online or by mail.   

Please help by spreading the word about our classes and seminars.  Print out our flyers and share 

them with anyone you think might be a candidate for the class. Although we have some other means 

of advertising, your additional help is greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 

 

THANK YOU  to all the GSB Instructors, all their assistants and all the Committee Chairs who 

report to this office, for helping to make our Education Department a success! 
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WISHING YOU ALL A WONDERFUL SAFE AND FUN BOATING SEASON!!!  

Great South Bay Ships Store 

Joan Milano 

The next Ship’s Store will be at the General Meeting on Friday, September 27th at the Hibernian 

Hall, 65 Champlin Avenue East Islip.  I will be there at 7 o’clock and after the meeting for your 

shopping convenience. 

There will be no Ship’s Store during the months of July and August.  However, feel free to contact 

me during the summer for any of your Ship’s Store needs.    New items and new colors are in 

stock – ponchos, shirts, jackets, cover ups.  Burgees and ensigns are also available.   

As always, thanks for supporting the Ship’s Store.   

A HEALTHY, HAPPY AND SAFE BOATING SEASON TO ALL!! 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE: Special Meeting of Great South Bay 
 

Please be advised that a special meeting of the general membership will be convened on Wednesday, 

August 7th, 2019 at the East Islip Public Library at 7pm. 

 

The meeting will be held in a Town Hall style to discuss the 2019 

Strategic Transition plan as set forth by the National Planning 

Committee. Read the full plan here. 

  

The proposed outline encompasses some significant and drastic 

changes to the way we have done business for the last 100+ years. 
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ON SALE NOW  

2019 Halloween Boat Burning! 

RSVP Online: BOATgsb.org/Burn 
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Continued from page 7 

Combined, Roberts would have been no match for them, but the necessary fear was invoked 

from seeing the black flag that they all fled without a fight. 

Records of pirate ships flying flags that signified they were pirates go back just about as far as 

history is recorded.  Of the Jolly Roger line though, the earliest reference is probably of the skull 

and crossbones flag used by the Knights Templar, who had the world’s biggest naval fleet in the 

13 century and were well known for their pirate-like acts on the sea.   When the Knights Templar 

dissolved, with many members forming the Knights of Malta who were equally known for their 

piracy, they also were known to fly the skull and crossbones. 

The origin of the skull and crossbone flag within the Templar tradition stems from variations of 

this legend: “A great lady of Maraclea was loved by a Templar, A Lord of Sidon; but she died in 

her youth, and on the night of her burial, this wicked lover crept to the grave, dug up her body 

and violated it. Then a voice from the void bade him return in nine months time for he would 

find a son. He obeyed the injunction and at the appointed time he opened the grave again and 

found a head on the leg bones of the skeleton (skull and crossbones). The same voice bade him 

guard it Well, for it would be the giver of all good things, and so he carried it away with him. It 

became his protecting genius, and he was able to defeat his enemies by merely showing them 

the magic head. In due course, it passed to the possession of the order.” 

What’s interesting about this is that the port of Sidon was known historically to be a nest of 

pirates.  Thus, the skull and crossbones, as a pirate flag, probably predates the Knights Templar. 

In any event, as noted earlier, the skull and crossbones weren’t the only flag to be known as the 

“Jolly Roger”.  Traditionally, any black flag flown, even with no design on it, simply meant the 

ship flying it was a pirate ship and was offering quarter if the ship about to be attacked would 

surrender immediately.  Any red flag, whether there was a design on it or not, meant the pirate 

ship would attack and offer no mercy. 

The earliest references to the name “Jolly Roger” goes back at least to the early 18th century, 

with one of the earliest documented instances appearing in Charles Johnson’s A General History 

of the Pyrates (1724).  In it, he references that two pirates from the early 18th century, 

Bartholomew Roberts and Francis Spriggs, had named their individual flags “Jolly Roger”.  These 
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flags were quite different in appearance, so historians think that this generic name for pirate 

flags of all varieties was already well established. 

The origin of the “Jolly Roger” name itself is thought to stem from one of the following three 

things.  First, that it is simply adapted from the English word “roger”, which basically just means 

“wandering vagabond”; indeed, another name for the Devil among the English at this time was 

“Old Roger” and putting a depiction of the Devil on these flags was quite common. 

Another possibility comes from the 17th century French “jolie rouge”, which meant “pretty red” 

and, thus, was what the red flags were called.  Accounts as early as the 18th century also have 

the black versions of these flags being called the “Jolly Roger”.  So if “Jolly Roger” stems from 

this, sometime between the 17th and 18th centuries the meaning was expanded to mean all 

pirate flags, regardless of color. 

An alternative theory comes from the fact that certain Asian pirates called their captains by the 

title “Ali Raja”, meaning “King of the Sea”.  It’s possible that this term was then adapted by the 

English for eventual usage as the name of their pirate flags. 

Personally, I think the first theory stands up to Occam’s razor the best, being the simplest 

solution that also, indecently, makes a lot of sense. 

Bonus Fact:  

The Jolly Roger wasn’t just used by pirates, the skull and crossbones version is also used by 

various military forces, even commonly today on submarines in certain navies of the world. 

For more bonus facts visit: 

https://www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2011/09/origins-of-the-jolly-roger/  
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